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November 3, 2020 
 
Dear KBR Members and Affiliates: 
 
As we start the last quarter of 2020, we reflect on what we have done and what we need to accomplish in 
the next few months.   
 
The “Year of the Unicorn” or “Advancing What is Thought To be Unachievable” became reality in March 
with COVID 19 at our heals. The island was notified to ‘shelter in place’ and businesses were closed. The 
goal of hosting REALTOR® meetings between communities throughout the island became 100% virtual. 
The learning curve for everyone had to be immediate in order to keep our membership and community 
aware of what was happening throughout the real estate industry.   
 
Improving the communication plan was an immediate concern and required consistency to be relevant. 
The implementation of short virtual video clips by President Julian Coiner provided the membership with 
information on what was happening in the real estate world, while staff tried to stay ahead of the curve 
making changes as needed with little or no notice as real estate biz as we knew it halted with no open 
houses, caravans or tourists. Members were in need of the new rules, policies, etc., to continue with their 
business. Today the KBR Weekly Wednesday eblast continues to provide COVID updates, estate 
happenings and Government Updates. “ZOOM” became our media platform for our membership 
education, meetings and updates. 
 
Talking about updates, I hope all of you have exercised your right to VOTE in this election year. Hope 
your candidates got in. 
 
The Hawaii Island REALTORS®, West Hawaii Association of REALTORS®, and the Kauai Board of 
REALTORS® hosted the first HIS Joint Technology Expo via the social medial platform “hopin” over a 
three-day span. Guest speakers provided tips for REALTORS® to take advantage of the social platforms. 
 
The 2021 Strategic Plan is now being finalized. New PR campaigns are being proposed that will focus on 
the REALTOR® organization and its members as community leaders. Who knows more about 
neighborhoods? Who knows more about a specific community and what is being proposed? Who knows 
the demographics of buyers and sellers in the real estate market? All the answers to the questions are, “a 
REALTOR®”! After all, that is who we “R”. 
 
Following up on the Housing Policy Bill #2774, the County Council approved the bill on October 21, 2020 
and the bill now goes before the Mayor for his signature. KBR provided on-going and inclusive testimony 
which brought in developers, those in finance, economists and large landholders, among others to speak 
with council members and staff to reason on the following points that were passed by the County Council: 
reduction of the inclusionary units from 30% to 20%; removing the 140% AMI that was redistributed within 
the 80%, 100% and the 120% categories; increasing the buyback deed restriction from 20 years to 50 
years; and setting a 30% inclusionary workforce housing unit requirement for each room built within the 
resort areas. KBR remains adverse to the County on Bill 2774.  
 
A reminder to each of you as REALTORS®: real property taxes are due. As you may recall the deadline 
to pay real property tax obligations, originally due August 20, 2020 was extended to November 18, 2020 
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due to Covid-19. The link here is an easy reference for you and your clients and a place where timely 
payments may be made.  
 
From Toni and me, we wish you all a safe and warm Thanksgiving. 
 
Aloha, 
 

Karen Ono 
 
Executive Officer 
Kauai Board of REALTORS® 
 

https://www.qpublic.net/hi/kauai

